DAUGHTERS    OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

desire nothing else, but you will also forego nothing
which you owe to your husband and your mother/'1
The Queen's will, in fact, was to be as binding as
before and to be as paramount as the duties which
her new position imposed on her. Then, when they
had been married only a few months, the Prince
Consort planned an injudicious sort of visit. They
were to have met him at Goburg, but that had to be
abandoned, and he wrote to Stockmar that, instead,
he would go to their Castle at Babelsberg, " on which
I must then make a sudden descent and take them
by surprise. To do this with effect, however, no hint
of my intention must reach them beforehand." But
what he saw pleased him and he wrote to the Queen :
" The relations between the young couple are all that
can be desired. I have had long talks with them both,
singly and together, which gave me the greatest satis-
faction.5' A couple of months later both the Princess's
parents paid a fortnight's visit to her. Though the
Queen said that this visit was quite unofficial, she
took two of her ministers with her, and her late
Foreign Minister, Lord Clarendon.

Indeed, with these visits and this daily letter to
her mother and the weekly letter to and from her
father, it was the Princess's parents who hindered her
from identifying herself with her new country, and
encouraged her to be critical of it. Perhaps also it
was not wise of her father to procure as her private
secretary Ernest Stockmar, the son of his old tutor,
who had lived so many years very intimately with
him and the Qjueen in England. She was continually

1 Ibid., IV, p. 176,
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